
 
 

Greek Orthodox Mission Parish of Utah 

Sunday, December 14, 2014 
11th Sunday of Luke 

 
Orthros:  9:00 a.m. 

Divine Liturgy:  10:00 a.m. 
 

 
Celebrants: 

Reverend Father James (Jimi) Foreso 
Reverend Deacon Anatoli Kireiev 

 

Mission Statement:  The Greek Orthodox Mission Parish 
of Utah is a Christ-centered Greek Orthodox Christian 
parish that welcomes and embraces all Orthodox Christian 
faithful and all of God’s children, regardless of ethnicity 
and is focused above all else on the faithful worship of the 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit in adherence to the canons, 
teachings and traditions of the Orthodox Christian faith as 
part of One Holy Catholic and Apostolic Church. 
 

www.gomissionparishut.org 
parishcouncil@gomissionparishut.org 

 

 

Epistle Reading – St. Paul's Letter to the Colossians 3:4-11 

Prokeimenon. Mode 4. Daniel 3.26,27 

Blessed are you, O Lord, the God of our fathers 

Verse: For you are just in all you have done. 

BRETHREN, when Christ who is our life 
appears, then you also will appear with him in 
glory. Put to death therefore what is earthly in 
you: fornication, impurity, passion, evil desire, 
and covetousness, which is idolatry. On 
account of these the wrath of God is coming 
upon the sons of disobedience. In these you 
once walked, when you lived in them. But 
now put them all away; anger, wrath, malice, 
slander, and foul talk from your mouth. Do not 
lie to one another, seeing that you have put off 

the old nature with its practices and have put on the new nature, which 
is being renewed in knowledge after the image of its creator. Here 
there cannot be Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, 
barbarian, Scythian, slave, free man, but Christ is all, and in all. 

Gospel Reading – The Gospel of Luke 14:16-24 

The Lord said this parable: “A man once gave 
a great banquet, and invited many; and at the 
time of the banquet he sent his servant to say to 
those who had been invited, ‘Come; for all is 
now ready.’ But they all alike began to make 
excuses. The first said to him, ‘I have bought a 
field, and I must go out and see it; I pray you, 
have me excused.’ And another said, ‘I have 
bought five yoke of oxen, and I must go to 
examine them; I pray you, have me excused’ 
And another said, ‘I have married a wife, and 

therefore I cannot come.’ So the servant came and reported this to his 
master. Then the householder in anger said to his servant, ‘Go out 
quickly to the streets and lanes of the city, and bring in the poor and 
maimed and blind and lame.’ And the servant said, ‘Sir, what you 



commanded has been done, and there is still room.’ And the master 
said to the servant, ‘Go out to the highways and hedges, and compel 
people to come in, that my house may be filled. For I tell you, none of 
those men who were invited shall taste my banquet. For many are 
called, but few are chosen.’” 

Hymns at Small Entrance 

Resurrection Apolytikion 

When You descended unto death, O Lord who yourself are immortal 
Life, then did You mortify Hades by the lightning flash of Your 
Divinity. Also when You raised the dead from the netherworld, all the 
Powers of the heavens were crying out: O Giver of life, Christ our 
God, glory be to You.  

Entrance Hymn 

Come let us worship and bow down before Christ.  Save us, O Son of 
God, who arose from the dead. 

Hymn for the Forefathers 
By faith You justified the Forefathers, having through them betrothed 
to yourself the Church that came out of the nations. The saints are 
boasting in glory; for the glorious fruit, the Virgin who without seed 
gave birth to You, is from their progeny. At their entreaties, O Christ 
our God, save our souls. 

Hymn for the Church 
Adorned in the blood of Thy Martyrs throughout all the world as in 
purple and fine linen, Thy Church, through them, doth cry unto Thee, 
O Christ God:  Send down Thy compassions upon Thy people; grant 
peace to Thy commonwealth, and great mercy to our souls. 

Kontakion 
On this day the Virgin Maid goes to the grotto to give birth to the pre-
eternal Word in an ineffable manner. Dance for joy, all the inhabited 
earth, on hearing. Glorify along with Angels and with the shepherds 
Him who willed that He appear as a newborn Child, the pre-eternal 
God. 

Communion Hymn 
Praise the Lord from the heavens, praise Him in the highest. Alleluia. 

Dismissal Hymn 

Preserve him who blesses and sanctifies us, O Lord; preserve him for 
many years. 

Orthodox Saints Commemorated on December 14:  On December 
14 we commemorate The Holy Martyrs Thyrsus, Leucius, and 
Callinicus of Asia Minor, and Martyred Saints Philemon, Apollonius, 
and Arian of Alexandria.  Other saints commemorated today include 
Fingar (Gwinnear), his sister Phiala and those martyred with them in 
Cornwall, and Saint Hilarion, Metropolitan of Suzdal and Yuriev. 

Welcome Father James Foreso:  We are pleased to once again 
welcome Reverend Father James (Jimi) Foreso from St. Catherine 
Greek Orthodox Church in Greenwood Village, Colorado to celebrate 
Divine Liturgy with our Parish! Father Foreso will be assisted by 
Reverend Deacon Anatoli Kireiev. 

Altar Servers:  The altar servers for Sunday, December 14, 2014, are 
Andy Adondakis, Zachary Petrogeorge and Jonathan Petrogeorge.  
The scheduled altar servers for Sunday, December 21, 2014, are Jacob 
Pananos, Dionysios (Dennis) Apostole and Miles Burke.  All young 
men between the ages of 8 and 18 years are invited to serve in the 
altar.  For more information, please contact Michael Petrogeorge at 
secretary@gomissionparishut.org or 801-243-8684. 

Fellowship Hour:  Thank you to Tom and Carolyn Leitko, Lloyd and 
Penny Mills, and Bob and Heidi Varechok for hosting this week’s 
fellowship hour.  Pease join us! 

We are seeking volunteers to host our fellowship hours in the first 
three months of 2015.  A sign-up sheet will be available at the coffee 
service table during fellowship hour. 

 

 



Schedule of Upcoming Services: 

Sunday, December 21, 2014 – Orthros: 9 a.m./Divine Liturgy: 10 a.m. 
Visiting Celebrant:  Reverend Father Dimitrios Kyritsis 

Christmas Eve: 
Wednesday, Dec. 24, 2014 – Orthros: 5 p.m./Divine Liturgy: 6 p.m.   
Visiting Celebrant:  Reverend Hieromonk Ambrose Omayas 
 
Sunday, December 28, 2014 – Orthros: 9 a.m./Divine Liturgy: 10 a.m. 
Visiting Celebrant:  Reverend Hieromonk Ambrose Omayas 
 
If the assigned celebrant is unable to attend a Sunday service as 
scheduled, and no substitute can be found, we will hold lay services 
and Sunday School. 

Women’s Ministry Team Jingle & Mingle:  Don’t miss the 1st 
Annual Women’s Christmas Social on Tuesday, December 16, 2014, 
at 6:30 p.m. at the home of Elaine Zambos, 496 E. Spruce Glen Road 
(4775 S.), Murray.  It will be a fun evening with good food and good 
friends.  A food sign-up sheet will be available during fellowship hour.  
Contact Liz Varanakis at 801-671-6752 or lvaranakis@yahoo.com 
with any questions.  Hope to see you all there! 
 
Sunday School Christmas Program:  Our Sunday School students 
will present their Christmas program immediately following Divine 
Liturgy on Sunday, December 21, 2014.  The program will be 
followed by a FREE breakfast and a special visit from Santa!!!   All 
are invited and welcome to attend this community Christmas 
gathering. 
 
We need to secure shepherd and angel costumes for the program.  If 
you can help in providing such costumes, please contact Kim Mallas at 
kmallas22@gmail.com or Kim Souvall at kimsouvall@gmail.com. 
 
Youth Christmas Gathering:  Please join us for a Christmas youth 
gathering on Tuesday, December 23, 2014, at noon at The Wairhouse 
Trampoline Park, located at 3653 S. 500 West, Salt Lake City 
(www.thewairhouse.com).  Pizza will be served.  Please RSVP to Kim 

Mallas at kmallas22@gmail.com or 801-915-7815.  Youth from all of 
the Orthodox parishes are invited and welcome to attend.  
 
Christmas Eve Services:  Reverend Hieromonk Ambrose Omayas 
will celebrate Christmas Eve services on December 24, 2014, at The 
Woods on Ninth, located at 6775 S. 900 East, Midvale.  Orthros will 
begin at 5:00 p.m. and Divine Liturgy will commence at 6:00 p.m.  All 
are invited and welcome to attend! 
 
Men’s Ministry Team Retreat:  All gentlemen of the Parish are 
invited to participate in a one night Men's Ministry Team Retreat at 
Bill and Kim Souvall’s Six-Pack Ranch on Friday, January 9, 2015.  
Bring an RV if you have one, or an air mattress with a sleeping bag.  
We will turn the cabin into a flop house as needed!  Come out after 
work; it is less than a one hour drive from downtown.  We will eat, 
drink and be merry on Friday night and Saturday.  Stay tuned for 
further details, but save the date! 
 
Godparents Sunday:  Sunday, February 1, 2015, will be Godparents 
Sunday at our Parish.  Mark your calendars and invite your children’s 
Godparents to join us! 
 
Community Cookbook:  Kim Souvall and her cookbook team have 
put together a wonderful collection of favorite recipes.  They will be 
on sale during fellowship hour at the bargain price of $25!  Proceeds 
will be donated towards the purchase of liturgical supplies.  Please 
check out the cookbook this Sunday; it makes a great gift! 
 
If you have a knack for marketing and have some ideas to help Kim 
sell the cookbooks to a wider audience, please contact her at 
kimsouvall@gmail.com. 
 
Sexton Ministry Team:  We still need more volunteers for our Sexton 
Ministry Team.  Please contact Chuck Karpakis at 801-265-0900  
or vicepresident@gomissionparishut.org or Joe Varanakis at  
801-694-6576 or joe2263@comcast.net to help. 

 



Parish Council Meeting:  The next Parish Council meeting will be 
held on Monday, January 5, 2015, at 7:00 p.m.  Please contact Dr. 
Charles Beck at president@gomissionparishut.org or 801-573-6800 if 
you plan to attend so we can reserve adequate space. 

Stewardship Information:   
 
To date, we have received 55 commitment cards with stewardship 
commitments totaling $128,000.  Thank you for your generous support 
of our Parish! 

If you have not yet become a committed 
steward for 2015, we hope that you will 
prayerfully consider a commitment before the 
end of this calendar year.  To meet the Parish 
Assembly approved budget, and proceed with 
the lease of a permanent facility and allow 
compensation for a full-time priest, we need at 
least $230,000 in stewardship commitments for 
2015. 

Visit www.gomissionparishut.org/?page_id=21 
to access the stewardship commitment card 
online.  Commitment cards are also available in 

the narthex during Liturgy.  Completed commitment cards can be 
mailed to Greek Orthodox Mission Parish of Utah, c/o Chris Gounaris, 
Treasurer, P.O. Box 4791, Salt Lake City, Utah 84110, scanned and 
emailed to treasurer@gomissionparishut.org, or given to any Parish 
Council member in a sealed envelope.  There is no minimum 
stewardship for our Parish; all we seek is proportional and cheerful 
giving! 

In-Kind Donations:  Some of our parishioners have asked whether 
they can receive stewardship credit for in-kind donations made to our 
Parish.  For accounting purposes, those who wish to receive 
stewardship credit for in-kind donations should obtain receipts, 
appraisals, or other documentation evidencing the value of the items 
and provide them to Chris Gounaris, Parish Council Treasurer.  The 
Parish will issue a reimbursement check for the donated items, which 

the parishioner can then donate back to the Parish in the form of a 
stewardship or other cash donation.  Any in-kind donations should be 
pre-approved by the Parish Council in order to ensure that the items to 
be donated will be of use to the Parish. 
 
CrossRoad 2015 Summer Program:  The CrossRoad Summer 
Institute is an engaging 10-day program for high school juniors and 
seniors at Hellenic College Holy Cross, where students study 
Orthodox Christianity, pray as a community, form lifelong friendships, 
engage in service and prepare for their future.  There are two sessions 
offered:  June 20-30, 2015 and July 7-17, 2015.  Application priority 
deadline is March 2, 2015.  Applications may be downloaded at 
www.crossroadinsitute.org.   Visit the website or call 617-850-1310 
for more information. 
 
Weekly Bulletin and Pan-Orthodox Community Announcements:  
If you would like to have any announcements included in our weekly 
bulletin or Pan-Orthodox community announcements, please send 
them to Michael Petrogeorge at secretary@gomissionparishut.org by 
Wednesday at 5:00 p.m. 

Prayer List:  Anastasia, Andromahi, Ange, Anthony, Barbara, 
Beverlee, Bill, Cathy, Christopher, Chrysoula, Connie, Garegin, 
George, Helen, Irene, Jackie, John, Katherine, Konstantinos, Margaret, 
Maria, Mary, Mitch, Sharon, Stacie, Tom, Vasiliki, Zachary.  Please 
send any additional names to Michael Petrogeorge at 
secretary@gomissionparishut.org. 
 

 
“For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government 
will be on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful, Counselor, 
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.”  Isaiah 9:6 


