
 
 

Greek Orthodox Mission Parish of Utah 

Sunday, December 21, 2014 
Sunday before Nativity 

 
Orthros:  9:00 a.m. 

Divine Liturgy:  10:00 a.m. 
 

Celebrants: 
Reverend Father Dimitrios Kyritsis 
Reverend Deacon Anatoli Kireiev 

 
 
 

Mission Statement:  The Greek Orthodox Mission Parish 
of Utah is a Christ-centered Greek Orthodox Christian 
parish that welcomes and embraces all Orthodox Christian 
faithful and all of God’s children, regardless of ethnicity 
and is focused above all else on the faithful worship of the 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit in adherence to the canons, 
teachings and traditions of the Orthodox Christian faith as 
part of One Holy Catholic and Apostolic Church. 
 

www.gomissionparishut.org 
parishcouncil@gomissionparishut.org 

 

Epistle Reading – St. Paul's Letter to the 
Hebrews 11:9-10; 32-40  

Prokeimenon. Mode 4. Daniel 3.26,27 

Blessed are you, O Lord, the God of our 
fathers 

Verse: For you are just in all you have done. 

BRETHREN, by faith Abraham sojourned in 
the land of promise, as in a foreign land, living 
in tents with Isaac and Jacob, heirs with him of 

the same promise. For he looked forward to the city which has 
foundation, whose builder and maker is God. 

And what more shall I say? For time would fail me to tell of Gideon, 
Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the prophets - who 
through faith conquered kingdoms, enforced justice, received 
promises, stopped the mouths of lions, quenched raging fire, escaped 
the edge of the sword, won strength out of weakness, became mighty 
in war, put foreign armies to flight. Women received their dead by 
resurrection. Some were tortured, refusing to accept release, that they 
might rise again to a better life. Others suffered mocking and 
scourging, and even chains and imprisonment. They were stoned, they 
were sawn in two, they were tempted, they were killed with the sword; 
they went about in skins of sheep and goats, destitute, afflicted, ill-
treated - of whom the world was not worthy - wandering over deserts 
and mountains, and in dens and caves of the earth. And all these, 
though well attested by their faith, did not receive what was 
promised, since God had foreseen something better for us, that 
apart from us they should not be made perfect. 

Gospel Reading – The Gospel of Matthew 
1:1-25 

The book of the Genealogy of Jesus Christ, the 
son of David, the son of Abraham.  

Abraham was the father of Isaac, and Isaac the 
father of Jacob, and Jacob the father of Judah 
and his brothers, and Judah the father of Perez 



and Zerah by Tamar, and Perez the father of Hezron, and Hezron the 
father of Ram, and Ram the father of Amminadab, and Amminadab 
the father of Nahshon, and Nahshon the father of Salmon, and Salmon 
the father of Boaz by Rahab, and Boaz the father of Obed by Ruth, and 
Obed the father of Jesse, and Jesse the father of David the king.  

And David was the father of Solomon by the wife of Uriah, and 
Solomon the father of Rehoboam, and Rehoboam the father of Abijah, 
and Abijah the father of Asa, and Asa the father of Jehoshaphat, and 
Jehoshaphat the father of Joram, and Joram the father of Uzziah, and 
Uzziah the father of Jotham, and Jotham the father of Ahaz, and Ahaz 
the father of Hezekiah, and Hezekiah the father of Manasseh, and 
Manasseh the father of Amos, and Amos the father of Josiah, and 
Josiah the father of Jechoniah and his brothers, at the time of the 
deportation to Babylon.  

And after the deportation to Babylon: Jechoniah was the father of 
Shealtiel, and Shealtiel the father of Zerubbabel, and Zerubbabel the 
father of Abiud, and Abiud the father of Eliakim, and Eliakim the 
father of Azor, and Azor the father of Zadok, and Zadok the father of 
Achim, and Achim the father of Eliud, and Eliud the father of Eleazar, 
and Eleazar the father of Matthan, and Matthan the father of Jacob, 
and Jacob the father of Joseph the husband of Mary, of whom Jesus 
was born, who is called Christ.  

So all the generations from Abraham to David were fourteen 
generations, and from David to the deportation to Babylon fourteen 
generations, and from the deportation to Babylon to the Christ fourteen 
generations.  

Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother 
Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was 
found to be with child of the Holy Spirit; and her husband Joseph, 
being a just man and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce 
her quietly. But as he considered this, behold, an angel of the Lord 
appeared to him in a dream, saying, "Joseph, son of David, do not fear 
to take Mary your wife, for that which is conceived in her is of the 
Holy Spirit; she will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for 
he will save his people from their sins." All this took place to fulfill 
what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: "Behold, a virgin shall 
conceive and bear a son, and his name shall be called 

Emmanuel"(which means, God with us). When Joseph woke from 
sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took his 
wife, but knew her not until she had borne a son; and he called his 
name Jesus. 

Hymns at Small Entrance 

Resurrection Apolytikion 

Let the heavens sing for joy, and let everything on earth be glad. For 
with His Arm the Lord has worked power. He trampled death under 
foot by means of death; and He became the firstborn from the dead. 
From the maw of Hades He delivered us; and He granted the world 
His great mercy.  

Entrance Hymn 

Come let us worship and bow down before Christ.  Save us, O Son of 
God, who arose from the dead. 

Hymn for the Forefeast of the Nativity 
O Bethlehem, prepare, Eden is opened unto all.  And be ready, 
Ephrata, for the Tree of life has in the grotto blossomed forth from the 
Virgin.  Indeed her womb is shown to be spiritually a Paradise, in 
which is found the God-planted Tree.  And if we eat from it we shall 
live, and shall not die, as did Adam of old.  Christ is born, so that He 
might raise up the formerly fallen image. 

Hymn for the Fathers 
Magnificent are Faith's accomplishments! The three holy Youths 
exultingly stood in the fountain of fire as if beside the still waters of 
rest. And Daniel the Prophet was shown to be a shepherd of lions. At 
their entreaty, O Christ God, save our souls. 

Hymn for the Church 
Adorned in the blood of Thy Martyrs throughout all the world as in 
purple and fine linen, Thy Church, through them, doth cry unto Thee, 
O Christ God:  Send down Thy compassions upon Thy people; grant 
peace to Thy commonwealth, and great mercy to our souls. 

Kontakion 
On this day the Virgin Maid goes to the grotto to give birth to the pre-



eternal Word in an ineffable manner. Dance for joy, all the inhabited 
earth, on hearing. Glorify along with Angels and with the shepherds 
Him who willed that He appear as a newborn Child, the pre-eternal 
God. 

Communion Hymn 

Praise the Lord from the heavens, praise Him in the highest. Alleluia. 

Dismissal Hymn 
Preserve him who blesses and sanctifies us, O Lord; preserve him for 
many years. 

Orthodox Saints Commemorated on December 21:  On December 
21 we commemorate St. Juliana of Nicomedia and her 630 Companion 
Martyrs, St. Themistocles the Martyr of Myra and St. Peter, 
Metropolitan of Moscow. 

Welcome Father Dimitri Kyritsis:  We are pleased to once again 
welcome Reverend Father Dimitrios Kyritsis from the Assumption of 
the Theotokos Greek Orthodox Metropolis Cathedral of Denver, 
Colorado to celebrate Divine Liturgy with our Parish! Father Kyritsis 
will be assisted by Reverend Deacon Anatoli Kireiev. 

Altar Servers:  The altar servers for Sunday, December 21, 2014, are 
Jacob Pananos, Dionysios (Dennis) Apostole and Miles Burke.  The 
scheduled altar servers for Sunday, December 28, 2014, are Jacob 
Pananos, Zachary Petrogeorge and Jonathan Petrogeorge.  All young 
men between the ages of 8 and 18 years are invited to serve in the 
altar.  For more information, please contact Michael Petrogeorge at 
secretary@gomissionparishut.org or 801-243-8684. 

Sunday School Christmas Program:  Our Sunday School students 
will present their Christmas program immediately following Divine 
Liturgy TODAY.  The program will be followed by breakfast and a 
special visit from Santa!  In appreciation for all that our parishioners 
have done to support our new Parish these past few months, the 
breakfast will be provided free of charge.  All are invited, and we hope 
everyone will join us for this community Christmas celebration! 

Schedule of Upcoming Services: 

Christmas Eve: 
Wednesday, Dec. 24, 2014 – Orthros: 5 p.m./Divine Liturgy: 6 p.m.   
Visiting Celebrant:  Reverend Hieromonk Ambrose Omayas 

Sunday, December 28, 2014 – Orthros: 9 a.m./Divine Liturgy: 10 a.m. 
Visiting Celebrant:  Reverend Hieromonk Ambrose Omayas 

Sunday, January 4, 2015 – Orthros: 9 a.m./Divine Liturgy: 10 a.m. 
Visiting Celebrant:  Reverend Hieromonk Ambrose Omayas 

Epiphany: 
Tuesday, January 6, 2015 – Time TBD 
Visiting Celebrant:  Reverend Hieromonk Ambrose Omayas 

Fellowship Hour: We are seeking volunteers to host our fellowship 
hours in the first three months of 2015.  A sign-up sheet will be 
available following Liturgy. 

Memorial Services: Please contact Dr. Charles Beck at 801-573-6800 
or president@gomissionparishut.org to schedule memorial services.  
All scheduled memorial services are subject to the availability of a 
visiting priest. 

Confessions and Visitations:  The Parish Council has arranged for 
Reverend Hieromonk Ambrose Omayas from the Metropolis of 
Denver to hear confessions when he is in town for Christmas Eve 
services on December 24, 2014, and when he returns for Epiphany 
services on January 5-6, 2015.  Please contact Dr. Charles Beck at 
801-573-6800 or president@gomissionparishut.org to schedule an 
appointment.  Please also let Dr. Beck know if you would like for any 
of our visiting priests to conduct shut-in visitations during their visits 
to our Parish in the coming weeks.   
 
Community Christmas Card:  The Parish Council is working on our 
Parish’s first annual community Christmas card.  No monetary 
donation is required or expected.  If you have not already added your 
name to the card, please stop by the table after Liturgy today to sign 
up.  We want to include as many parishioners as possible! 



Young Adult Ministry Food Drive:  Our Young Adult Ministry 
Team is sponsoring a year-end food drive to support the Utah Food 
Bank during this critical time of need.  Items most needed include 
canned soups and stews, canned fruits and veggies, pasta, canned tuna, 
peanut butter, and boxed macaroni and cheese.  Collection boxes will 
be available at Church during Liturgy on December 21, 2014, 
December 24, 2014, and December 28, 2014.  If you prefer to make a 
cash donation, visit https://www.utahfoodbank.org/give-now. 

Community Cookbook:  The Community Cookbook will be on sale 
during fellowship hour at the bargain price of $25!  Proceeds will be 
donated towards the purchase of liturgical supplies.  If you have a 
knack for marketing and have some ideas to help Kim Souvall sell the 
cookbooks to a wider audience, please contact her at 
kimsouvall@gmail.com. 

Youth Christmas Gathering:  Please join us for a Christmas youth 
gathering on Tuesday, December 23, 2014, at noon at The Wairhouse 
Trampoline Park, located at 3653 S. 500 West, Salt Lake City 
(www.thewairhouse.com).  Youth from all of the Orthodox parishes 
are invited and welcome to attend.  Pizza will be provided free of 
charge; those attending will be required to pay their own admission to 
the park.  Please RSVP to Kim Mallas at kmallas22@gmail.com or 
801-915-7815.  Please also visit their website to complete the required 
waiver:  https://www.smartwaiver.com/w/509b1ea52d2e5/web/.   

Parish Council Meeting:  The next Parish Council meeting will be 
held on Monday, January 5, 2015, at 7:00 p.m.   

Men’s Ministry Team Retreat:  All gentlemen of the Parish are 
invited to participate in a one night Men's Ministry Team Retreat at 
Bill and Kim Souvall’s Six-Pack Ranch on Friday, January 9, 2015.  
Bring an RV if you have one, or an air mattress with a sleeping bag.  
We will turn the cabin into a flop house as needed!  Come out after 
work; it is less than a one hour drive from downtown.  We will eat, 
drink and be merry on Friday night and Saturday.  Details to come! 

Godparents Sunday:  Sunday, February 1, 2015, will be Godparents 
Sunday at our Parish.  Mark your calendars!  

2015 Stewardship Information:   

To date, we have received 59 commitment cards with stewardship 
commitments totaling $147,400.  Thank you for your generous support 
of our Parish! 

To meet the Parish Assembly approved budget, 
and proceed with the lease of a permanent facility 
and allow compensation for a full-time priest, we 
need at least $230,000 in stewardship 
commitments for 2015.  If you have not yet 
become a committed steward for 2015, we hope 
that you will prayerfully consider a commitment 
before the end of this calendar year.   

Visit www.gomissionparishut.org/?page_id=21 
to access the stewardship commitment card 
online.  Commitment cards are also available in 
the narthex during Liturgy.  Completed 

commitment cards can be mailed to Greek Orthodox Mission Parish of 
Utah, c/o Chris Gounaris, Treasurer, P.O. Box 4791, Salt Lake City, 
Utah 84110, scanned and emailed to treasurer@gomissionparishut.org, 
or given to any Parish Council member in a sealed envelope.  There is 
no minimum stewardship for our Parish; all we seek is proportional 
and cheerful giving! 

Weekly Bulletin and Pan-Orthodox Community Announcements:  
If you would like to have any announcements included in next week’s 
bulletin or Pan-Orthodox community announcements, please send 
them to Michael Petrogeorge at secretary@gomissionparishut.org by 
Monday, December 22, 2014, at 5:00 p.m.  

Prayer List:  Anastasia, Andromahi, Ange, Anthony, Austin, Barbara, 
Beverlee, Bill, Cathy, Christopher, Chrysoula, Connie, Dan, Garegin, 
George, Helen, Irene, Jackie, John, Katherine, Konstantinos, Margaret, 
Maria, Mary, Mitch, Sharon, Stacie, Theano, Tom, Vasiliki, Zachary.  
Please send any additional names to Michael Petrogeorge at 
secretary@gomissionparishut.org. 


