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Sunday, January 3, 2016 

Sunday before Epiphany 
 

Orthros:  9:15 a.m. 
Divine Liturgy:  10:15 a.m. 

   
Reverend Father Anthony Savas  

Reverend Deacon Anatoli Kireiev 
 

Visiting Celebrants: 
Reverend Hieromonk Ambrose Omayas 
Reverend Father Nicholas Andruchow 

 

Mission Statement:  The Greek Orthodox Mission Parish of 
Utah is a Christ-centered Greek Orthodox Christian parish that 
welcomes and embraces all Orthodox Christian faithful and all 
of God’s children, regardless of ethnicity and is focused above 
all else on the faithful worship of the Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit in adherence to the canons, teachings and traditions of 
the Orthodox Christian faith as part of One Holy Catholic and 
Apostolic Church. 
 

www.gomissionparishut.org  
franthony@gomissionparishut.org  

Epistle Reading:  St. Paul's Second Letter to Timothy 4:5-8  

Prokeimenon. Mode Plagal 2.  Psalm 27.9,1 

O Lord, save your people and bless your inheritance. 

 Verse: To you, O Lord, I have cried, O my God. 

TIMOTHY, my son, always be steady, endure 
suffering, do the work of an evangelist, fulfil your 
ministry. 

For I am already on the point of being sacrificed; the 
time of my departure has come. I have fought the 
good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the 
faith. Henceforth there is laid up for me the crown of 

righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, will award to me 
on that Day, and not only to me but also to all who have loved his 
appearing. 

Gospel Reading:  The Gospel According to Mark 1:1-8   

The beginning of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son 
of God. As it is written in Isaiah the prophet, 'Behold, 
I send my messenger before your face, who shall 
prepare your way; the voice of one crying in the 
wilderness: prepare the way of the Lord, make his 
paths straight.' John the baptizer appeared in the 
wilderness, preaching a baptism of repentance for 
the forgiveness of sins. And there went out to him all 

the country of Judea, and all the people of Jerusalem; and they were 
baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. Now John 
was clothed with camel's hair, and had a leather girdle around his 
waist, and ate locusts and wild honey. And he preached, saying, "After 
me comes he who is mightier than I, the thong of whose sandals I am 
not worthy to stoop down and untie. I have baptized you with water; 
but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit. 

Hymns at Small Entrance 

Resurrectional Apolytikion 

When the angelic powers appeared at Your grave, the soldiers 
guarding it feared and became as dead. And standing by the sepulcher 
was Mary who was seeking Your immaculate body. You devastated 



Hades, not afflicted by it. You went to meet the virgin, and granted 
eternal life. You resurrected from the dead. O Lord, glory to You. 

Entrance Hymn 

Come let us worship and bow down before Christ. Save us, O Son of 
God, who arose from the dead. 

Hymn for the Forefeast  

O Zabulon, prepare, and be ready, Nephthalim. Jordan River, hold 
your course, and exultantly receive the Master who is coming to be 
baptized. Adam leap for joy with Eve the Foremother.  No longer hide 
yourselves, as once in Paradise; for having seen you naked He has 
appeared to clothe you in your former vesture. The Christ has 
appeared, wishing to renew the entire creation. 

Hymn for the Church 

Adorned in the blood of Thy Martyrs throughout all the world as in 
purple and fine linen, Thy Church, through them, doth cry unto Thee, 
O Christ God:  Send down Thy compassions upon Thy people; grant 
peace to Thy commonwealth, and great mercy to our souls. 

Kontakion 

To the flowing streams today of River Jordan comes the Lord and cries 
aloud to John the Baptist, and He says, “Be not afraid to baptize me 
now; for I have come to save Adam, the first-formed man.” 

Communion Hymn 

Praise the Lord from the heavens, praise Him in the highest. Alleluia. 

Dismissal Hymn 

Preserve him who blesses and sanctifies us, O Lord; preserve him for 
many years. 

Orthodox Saints Commemorated January 3:  Holy Prophet Malachi; 
Gordios the Martyr of Caesarea; Venerable Genevieve of Paris; 
Righteous Akakios the Wonderworker; Venerable Mother  Thomaïs of 
Lesbos; Righteous Peter of Atroa; Hieromartyr Florentius the Bishop of 
Vienne; Bertilia the Anchoress; and Venerable Meliton of Beirut. 

Altar Servers:  The scheduled altar servers for today, Sunday, January 
3, 2016, are Jacob Pananos, Thanasi Johnson and Alex Apostole.   

The scheduled altar servers for Sunday, January 10, 2016, are Dennis 
Apostole, Luke Varechok and Zachary Sasich.   

Altar servers are welcome and encouraged to serve every Sunday, 
whether scheduled or not. 

Fellowship Hour:  Thank you to Mike and Argie Carmichael, Stan and 
Sophie Kouris, Steven and Georgette Lowe, and Joe and Irene Polidori 
for hosting this week’s fellowship hour.  Please join us! 

The fellowship hour on Sunday, January 10, 2016 (Vasilopita Sunday), 
will be hosted by the Social Ministry of the Women’s Ministry Team.   

If you would like to volunteer to host a fellowship hour, please contact 
Carolyn Leitko at csleitko@gmail.com.  

Memorial Services:  To schedule a memorial service, please contact Fr. 
Anthony at 801-824-3987 (mobile), 385-313-9358 (office) or 
franthony@gomissionparishut.org. 

Vasilopita Sunday:  Please join us for Vasilopita Sunday on Sunday, 
January 10, 2016, after Divine Liturgy in our fellowship hall.  All are 
invited to bake the New Year’s bread to be shared and auctioned 
(please deliver baked loaves to Sophie Wondolowski that day).  Father 
Anthony will cut the first Vasilopita.  Per tradition, the first slice will 
be set aside for Christ, the second for the Theotokos, the third for St. 
Basil and the fourth for the poor.  Pieces will then be given to all 
present.  The parishioner who receives the piece containing the coin is 
traditionally considered to be especially blessed for the New Year.  The 
remaining loaves will be auctioned off with the proceeds going to the 
Greek Orthodox Mission Parish Building Fund along with St. Basil 
Academy.  Come share the Vasilopita with your fellow parishioners, 
bid on your favorite baker's bread and have some fun!!  

Godparents Sunday:  Our parish will celebrate Godparents Sunday on 
Sunday, February 21, 2016.   

Altar/Benevolence Fund:  The parish has established the “GOMPU 
Altar and Benevolence Fund.”  This fund will be administered in the 
discretion of Father Anthony, to provide assistance to those in need and 
procure altar supplies. Unless otherwise designated, all 
memorial/funeral donations will be deposited into this fund.  Direct 
donations are also appreciated. 



One-Year Anniversary Commemorative Photobook:  Thank you to 
everyone who has placed their order for the One-Year Anniversary 
Commemorative Photobook.  We only need 15 more book orders so 
that we can place the order and obtain the $60 per photobook price.  
The photobook will be on display and orders will be taken again today, 
Sunday, January 3, 2016.  Don’t miss out on this important 
remembrance of our parish’s historic first year! 

Welcome Father Ambrose Omayas and Father Nicholas Andruchow:  
We are blessed to welcome Father Ambrose Omayas, from the 
Metropolis of Denver, and Father Nicholas Andruchow, from Project 
Mexico and St. Innocent Orphanage in Tijuana, Mexico, both of whom 
will celebrate the Divine Liturgy with Father Anthony and Deacon 
Anatoli Kireiev today, Sunday, January 3, 2016.  Father Nicholas is 
visiting Salt Lake with his wife, Presvytera Marilynn, and their three 
sons, Joshua, Luke and Elias. 

HOLIDAY CHURCH SERVICES 

Tuesday, January 5, 2016: 

9th Imperial Hour of Theophany, Vesperal Divine Liturgy of St. Basil 
the Great for the Forefeast of Holy Theophany with the Lesser Blessing 
of the Waters.   
Divine Liturgy:  7:00 p.m. 

Wednesday, January 6, 2016:   

Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom for Holy Theophany with the 
Great Blessing of the Waters   
Orthros:  9:30 a.m. / Divine Liturgy:  10:30 a.m. 

OTHER UPCOMING SERVICES 

Thursday, January 7, 2016:   
Synaxis or Feast of St. John the Forerunner   
Orthros:  9:30 a.m. / Divine Liturgy:  10:30 a.m. 

Monday, January 18, 2016:   
Sts. Athanasios of Cyril, Patriarchs of Alexandrea   
Orthros:  9:30 a.m. / Divine Liturgy:  10:30 a.m. 

Monday, January 25, 2016:   
St. Gregory the Theologian   
Orthros: 9:30 a.m. / Divine Liturgy:  10:30 a.m. 

Saturday, January 30, 2016:   
The Three Hierarchs   
Orthros:  9:30 a.m. / Divine Liturgy:  10:30 a.m. 

UPCOMING MEETINGS 

Parish Council Meeting:  Monday, January 11, 2016, at 7:00 p.m. in the 
fellowship hall. 

STEWARDSHIP 2016 

The Parish Council and Stewardship Ministry Team thank everyone 
who has completed and turned in their 2016 Stewardship cards.  To 
date, we have received 98 completed cards, with commitments 
totaling $198,384, putting us at 82.7% of our budgeted goal of 
$240,000!  In order for our parish to accurately plan and manage our 
approved budget, it is important that we move into 2016 with a strong 
understanding of our financial wherewithal.  If you have not yet 
completed your 2016 stewardship card, please bring it with you to 
church on Sunday and give it to a member of the Parish Council.  You 
can also send it via mail using the pre-printed envelope  
included in your packet.  Please contact Father Anthony at 
franthony@gomissionparishut.org if you need a stewardship packet.  
You can also complete your 2016 stewardship card online, at 
www.gomissionparishut.org/?page_id=21.  

SUNDAY SCHOOL ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Sunday School classes resume TODAY, Sunday, January 3, 2016. 

YOUTH MINISTRY ANNOUNCEMENTS 

GOYA Outing – The WAIRhouse:  Tuesday, January 12, 2016, at  
6:30 p.m. at The WAIRhouse, 3653 South 500 West, Salt Lake City.  
Please bring $10 for admission and pizza. Visit 
www.thewairhouse.com to fill out and print the waiver form in 
advance. 

JOY Meeting:  Our next JOY meeting will be held on Tuesday, January 
26, 2016, at 6:30 p.m. in our fellowship hall.  Please make EVERY effort 
to have your children in 1st through 6th grades attend.  Kindergarten 
children are also welcome to attend. 

JOY/GOYA Outing – Utah Grizzlies:  Come watch the Utah Grizzlies 
take on the Atlanta Thrashers on Saturday, February 27, 2016.  Meet in 



the fellowship hall at 5:00 p.m. for a potluck dinner and then carpool to 
the Maverick Center.  Tickets can be purchased from Kim Mallas for 
$10 this Sunday during fellowship hour.  Space is limited so don’t 
delay! 

GOYA Outing – Utah Jazz:  Come watch the Utah Jazz take on the 
Atlanta Hawks on Tuesday, March 8, 2016.  Meet at the downtown 
Crown Burgers located at 118 North 300 West (Panther Way), Salt Lake 
City at 6:00 p.m.  Ticket information coming soon!   

Save the Date – GOYA Lenten Retreat:  Save the date for the Greek 
Orthodox Mission Parish of Utah’s GOYA Lenten Retreat  
April 15-17, 2016, in Heber, Utah.  Details to come! 

ADULT AND FAMILY MINISTRY ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Evening Bible Study:  Our next Bible Study will be held on Wednesday, 
January 13, 2016, at 7:00 p.m. in Classrooms 8 and 9. 

Orthodox Married Life (OML):  Friday, January 8, 2016, at 7:00 p.m. in 
our fellowship hall.  Begin in the Church for prayer and continue in the 
fellowship hall for discussion and light refreshments.   

Since there does not seem to be a need for child care at our OML 
meetings, we will not be offering the service. In the future, if anyone 
needs child care in order to attend the meetings, please contact Father 
Anthony in the Church Office and arrangements will be made. 

Parish Family Night:  Friday, January 22, 2016, at 7:00 p.m. in our 
fellowship hall.  Details to come! 

WOMEN’S MINISTRY TEAM ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Community Cookbooks:  If you would like to purchase a newly edited 
reprint of the community cookbook, please contact Mary Simos at  
801-641-2722 or Connie Pantke at 801-890-1080, and we will get one to 
you ASAP!  The cost is $25 (same as last year).  

Food Drive:  Please continue to bring your donations on the third week 
of the month (January 17, 2016), and know your kindness may be 
benefiting members of our parish.  As noted, we will be donating our 
food to St. Thomas More’s food pantry.  If anyone in our parish is in 
need, please contact Father Anthony who will then guide you to the 
pantry during their hours of service.  Thank you, and if you have any 
questions or concerns, please contact Pat Daskalas at 801-883-9494. 

COMMUNICATION MINISTRY TEAM ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Weekly Bulletin Announcements:  Please send requested 
announcements for the weekly bulletin to Michael Petrogeorge at 
secretary@gomissionparishut.org by Wednesday at 5:00 p.m.  
Announcements will be published at the sole discretion of Fr. Anthony 
and the Parish Council. 

New Post Office Box:  The parish’s new mailing address is P.O. Box 
171224, Holladay, Utah  84117.  The old P.O. Box has now been closed.   
Please alert any bill pay services of this change to ensure that any 
stewardship contributions or other donations are properly received 
and accounted. 

PAN-ORTHODOX, FRATERNAL AND OTHER 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Sts. Peter and Paul Antiochian Church’s “Around the World of 
Orthodoxy” Talent Show Gala and Silent Auction:  This family friendly 
evening will be held on Saturday, February 27, 2016, and will be an 
opportunity for all Orthodox Christians to get together and celebrate 
the diverse cultures and faces of Orthodoxy around the world.  
Proceeds will be used to beautify and maintain Sts. Peter and Paul’s 109 
year old building, support their new St. Justin’s School, and establish 
seed money for future expansion.  Sponsorship opportunities available.   
Please contact Fr. Justin Havens at 801-532-5456 or ljhavens@gmail.com 
or Carrie Murphy at 801-643-9211 or snertmurphy@hotmail.com for 
more information or to audition for the talent show. 

PRAYER LIST 

Alec, Ange, Anna Maria, Barbara, Bill, Charissa, Christopher, Dan, 
Dick, Drew, Elizabeth, Emilee, Fred, George, Gregory, Helen, Jacqui, 
Jamie, Jim, Joe, John, Julie Ann, Juliet, Justin, Katherine, Konstantina, 
Kristina, Linda, Lucas, Luke, Madeline, Margaret, Margie, Marie, 
Melissa, Michael, Mike, Mila, Nick, Olivia, Preston, Rebecca, Sandy, 
Shirley, Stacie, Steve, Tami, Tom, Tony, Toula, Victor.   

Our prayer list will be refreshed next week.  If you would like to keep 
any of the current names on the list, or to add additional names, please 
contact Michael Petrogeorge at secretary@gomissionparishut.org.   


