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Epistle Reading:  St. Paul's Letter to the Colossians 3:4-11  
Prokeimenon. Mode 4.  Daniel 3.26,27 

Blessed are you, O Lord, the God of our fathers. 

 Verse: For you are just in all you have done. 

BRETHREN, when Christ who is our 
life appears, then you also will appear 
with him in glory. Put to death 
therefore what is earthly in you: 
fornication, impurity, passion, evil 
desire, and covetousness, which is 
idolatry. On account of these the wrath 
of God is coming upon the sons of 
disobedience. In these you once 
walked, when you lived in them. But 
now put them all away; anger, wrath, 

malice, slander, and foul talk from your mouth. Do not lie to one 
another, seeing that you have put off the old nature with its 
practices and have put on the new nature, which is being 
renewed in knowledge after the image of its creator. Here there 
cannot be Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, 
barbarian, Scythian, slave, free man, but Christ is all, and in all. 

Gospel Reading:  The Gospel according to Luke 14:16-24  
The Lord said this parable: “A man 
once gave a great banquet, and invited 
many; and at the time of the banquet he 
sent his servant to say to those who had 
been invited, ‘Come; for all is now 
ready.’ But they all alike began to make 
excuses. The first said to him, ‘I have 
bought a field, and I go out and see it; I 
pray you, have me excused.’ And 
another said, ‘I have bought five yoke 
of oxen, and I must go to examine is 



them; I pray you, have me excused.’ And another said, ‘I have 
married a wife, and therefore I cannot come.’ So the servant came 
and reported this to his master. Then the householder in anger 
said to his servant, ‘Go out quickly to the streets and lanes of the 
city, and bring in the poor and maimed and blind and lame.’ And 
the servant said, ‘Sir, what you commanded has been done, and 
there is still room.’ And the master said to the servant, ‘Go out to 
the highways and hedges, and compel people to come in, that my 
house may be filled. For I tell you, none of those men who were 
invited shall taste my banquet. For many are called, but few are 
chosen.’” 

Hymns at Small Entrance 
Resurrectional Apolytikion 

Let the heavens sing for joy, and let everything on earth be glad. 
For with His Arm the Lord has worked power. He trampled 
death under foot by means of death; and He became the firstborn 
from the dead. From the maw of Hades He delivered us; and He 
granted the world His great mercy. 

Entrance Hymn 
Come let us worship and bow down before Christ. Save us, O Son 
of God, who arose from the dead. 

Hymn for the Forefathers 
By faith You justified the Forefathers, having through them 
betrothed to yourself the Church that came out of the nations. 
The saints are boasting in glory; for the glorious fruit, the Virgin 
who without seed gave birth to You, is from their progeny. At 
their entreaties, O Christ our God, save our souls. 

Hymn for the Church 
Adorned in the blood of Thy Martyrs throughout all the world as 
in purple and fine linen, Thy Church, through them, doth cry 
unto Thee, O Christ God:  Send down Thy compassions upon Thy 
people; grant peace to Thy commonwealth, and great mercy to 
our souls. 

Kontakion 
On this day the Virgin Maid goes to the grotto to give birth to the 
pre-eternal Word in an ineffable manner.  Dance for joy, all the 
inhabited earth, on hearing.  Glorify along with Angels and with 
the shepherds Him who willed that He appear as a newborn 
Child, the pre-eternal God. 

Communion Hymn 
Praise the Lord from the heavens, praise Him in the highest. 
Alleluia. 

Dismissal Hymn 
Preserve him who blesses and sanctifies us, O Lord; preserve him 
for many years. 

Orthodox Saints Commemorated December 13: Herman the 
Wonderworker of Alaska; Virgin-Martyr Lucia of Syracuse; 
Hieromartyr Gabriel the Archbishop of Serbia; Ares the Ascetic 
of Egypt; Martyrs Auxentius, Eugene, Mardarius, Orestes, & 
Eustratius of Sebaste; Righteous Mothers Odilia, Roswinda & 
Einhild; and Venerable Arsenius of Latros. 

Altar Servers:  The scheduled altar servers for today, December 
13, 2015, are Jacob Pananos, Thanasi Johnson and Alex Apostole.  
The scheduled altar servers for Sunday, December 20, 2015, are 
Dennis Apostole, Luke Varechok and Zachary Sasich. 

Altar servers are welcome and encouraged to serve every 
Sunday, whether scheduled or not. 

Fellowship Hour:  Thank you to Mae Georgelas, Harry and 
Barbara Hillas, Rob and Tanya Holbeck, Jim and Argie Priskos, 
and George and Tina Sergakis for hosting this week’s fellowship 
hour.  Please join us! 

On Sunday, December 20, 2015, our breakfast with Santa will be 
hosted by Evan and Kim Mallas, Elias and Rose Pylidis, and Jim 
and Mary Mylonakis.  

 



We are seeking volunteers to host our fellowship hours from 
January through March 2016.  Please contact Sophie 
Wondolowski at swondo@comcast.net if you would like to host. 

Congratulations Priskos Family:  Congratulations to Allison 
Priskos and Baby Alexis for the celebration of their 40-Day 
Blessing that will take place near the conclusion of today’s Divine 
Liturgy.  Please take the time to pray for Mom and Baby, together 
with Alexis’ Daddy, Steven, Big Sister, Adri Mae, and Big 
Brother, AJ.  God bless the growing Priskos family! 

Memorial Services:  To schedule a memorial service, please 
contact Fr. Anthony at 801-824-3987 (mobile), 385-313-9358 
(office) or franthony@gomissionparishut.org.      

Parish Council Election Results:  Congratulations to Perry 
Drossos, Carolyn Leitko, Joe Sasich, Steve Simos and Craig Stagg, 
each of whom has been elected (subject to ratification by 
Metropolitan Isaiah) to serve a two (2) year term on the Parish 
Council commencing January 2016.    

Thank you to all of our dedicated parishioners who ran in the 
Parish Council elections.  Your willingness to commit yourselves 
to the service of His church is so appreciated, and we hope 
everyone will continue to serve in various capacities.   

A special thank you to our outgoing Parish Council members Jim 
Priskos, George Sergakis, Bruce Shand and Sophie Wondolowski 
for their dedicated and loving service to our Parish since its 
inception on August 23, 2014. 

Altar/Benevolence Fund:  The parish has established the 
“GOMPU Altar and Benevolence Fund.”  This fund will be 
administered in the discretion of Father Anthony, to provide 
assistance to those in need and procure altar supplies. Unless 
otherwise designated, all memorial/funeral donations will be 
deposited into this fund.  Direct donations are also appreciated. 

Founding Donors Plaque:  As previously noted, we are 
preparing to produce a “Founding Donors” plaque for display at 

our church.  We want to make sure that everyone who 
contributed time, talent or treasure to the development of our 
parish is included and correctly identified.   The listing of names 
will be posted on the whiteboard during fellowship hour.  For 
any changes or corrections, please contact Chuck Karpakis at 
vicepresident@gomissionparishut.org or 801-573-6938.   

One-Year Anniversary Commemorative Photobook:  
Orders for the one-year anniversary commemorative photobook 
will be taken during fellowship hour today, Sunday, December 
13, 2015, and next Sunday, December 20, 2015.  A sample of this 
beautiful, hardbound photobook will be available for review.  
The cost is $60 per photobook, and payment is due at the time of 
ordering.  A special thank you to Elaina Maragakis Simos for her 
hard work in putting the photobook together, and to all of the 
members of the parish who contributed their photos.   

UPCOMING MEETINGS 

Parish Council Meeting:  Tomorrow, Monday, December 14, 
2015, at 7:00 p.m. in the fellowship hall. 

HOLIDAY CHURCH SERVICES 
Christmas Eve - Thursday, December 24, 2015:   
9th Imperial Hour of the Nativity, Vesperal Divine Liturgy of St. 
Basil the Great for the Forefeast of the Nativity of Christ.   
Divine Liturgy: 7:00 a.m. 

Christmas Eve - Thursday, December 24, 2015:   
Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom for the Nativity of Christ  
Orthros:  6:00 p.m. / Divine Liturgy:  7:00 p.m.  

Tuesday, January 5, 2016: 
9th Imperial Hour of Theophany, Vesperal Divine Liturgy of St. 
Basil the Great for the Forefeast of Holy Theophany with the 
Lesser Blessing of the Waters.   
Divine Liturgy:  7:00 p.m. 

 



Wednesday, January 6, 2016:   
Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom for Holy Theophany 
with the Great Blessing of the Waters   
Orthros:  9:30 a.m. / Divine Liturgy:  10:30 a.m. 

BLESSING OF HOUSEHOLD PETS AND ANIMALS 
Saturday, December 19, 2015:   
Blessing of Household Pets and Animals in Honor of St. 
Modestos, Bishop of Jerusalem (celebrated December 16 as the 
Patron Saint of Animals)   

Bring your pets to the doors just outside our Mission Entrance at 
11:00 a.m. for a brief blessing of the waters and the prayer upon 
the animals through the words of St. Modestos.  This is a fun 
family activity that reminds us of the love we have for our pets 
and our responsibility towards caring for them as beloved 
members of God’s creation. 

OTHER UPCOMING SERVICES 
Friday, January 1, 2016:   
The Circumcision of Christ and Feast Day of St. Basil the Great   
Orthros:  9:30 a.m. / Divine Liturgy:  10:30 a.m. 

Thursday, January 7, 2016:   
Synaxis or Feast of St. John the Forerunner   
Orthros:  9:30 a.m. / Divine Liturgy:  10:30 a.m. 

Monday, January 18, 2016:   
Sts. Athanasios of Cyril, Patriarchs of Alexandrea   
Orthros:  9:30 a.m. / Divine Liturgy:  10:30 a.m. 

Monday, January 25, 2016:   
St. Gregory the Theologian   
Orthros: 9:30 a.m. / Divine Liturgy:  10:30 a.m. 

Saturday, January 30, 2016:   
The Three Hierarchs   
Orthros:  9:30 a.m. / Divine Liturgy:  10:30 a.m. 

STEWARDSHIP 2016 
The Parish Council and Stewardship Ministry Team thank 
everyone who has completed and turned in their 2016 
Stewardship cards.  To date, we have received 88 completed 
cards, with commitments totaling $182,504, putting us at 76% of 
our budgeted goal of $240,000!  In order for our parish to 
accurately plan and manage our approved budget, it is important 
that we move into 2016 with a strong understanding of our 
financial wherewithal.  If you have not yet completed your 2016 
stewardship card, please bring it with you to church on Sunday 
and give it to a member of the Parish Council.  You can also send 
it via mail using the pre-printed envelope included in your 
packet.  Please contact Father Anthony at 
franthony@gomissionparishut.org. if you need a stewardship 
packet.  You can also complete your 2016 stewardship card 
online, at www.gomissionparishut.org/?page_id=21.      

SUNDAY SCHOOL ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Christmas Program:  Our Christmas Program will be held next 
Sunday, December 20, 2015, and will be followed by breakfast 
with Santa!! 

YOUTH MINISTRY ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Basketball Skills Clinic:  Our parish will hold a FREE basketball 
skills clinic for the youth in our parish in 3rd through 12th grade 
immediately after Sunday School today, Sunday, December 13, 
2015.  The clinic will end at 1:30 p.m., and will be held in the St. 
Thomas More Gymnasium.    

If you are looking to learn or improve your skills in basketball, 
these clinics will help you achieve your goal!   Our clinics are 
designed to provide players with outstanding instruction, 
teamwork, sportsmanship and fun.  So grab your GYM clothes 
and join us! 

 



Adult volunteers are needed to assist with the clinic.   Please join 
us at 12:30 p.m. if you would like to help out!  

Please contact Gerard Gallegos at gerard100@comcast.net or 
801-647-2829 with any questions. 

JOY Meetings:  Please make every effort to have your children 
attend our monthly JOY meetings the fourth Tuesday of each 
month at 6:30 p.m. in the fellowship hall.  Our next meeting will 
be held on Tuesday, December 22, 2015, and the first meeting of 
the New Year will be held on Tuesday, January 26, 2016.   

GOYA Outing – The WAIRhouse:  Tuesday, January 12, 2016, 
at 6:30 p.m. at The WAIRhouse, 3653 South 500 West, Salt Lake 
City.  Bring $10 for admission and pizza.  Please go to 
www.thewairhouse.com to fill out and print the waiver form in 
advance.   

JOY/GOYA Outing – Utah Grizzlies:  Come watch the Utah 
Grizzlies take on the Atlanta Thrashers on Saturday, February 27, 
2016.  Meet in our fellowship hall for a potluck dinner at  
5:00 p.m. and then carpool to the Maverick Center.  Purchase 
tickets from Kim Mallas for $10.  Limited quantity available.   

GOYA Outing – Utah Jazz:  Come watch the Utah Jazz take on 
the Atlanta Hawks on Tuesday, March 8, 2016.  Meet at the 
downtown Crown Burgers located at 118 North 300 West 
(Panther Way), Salt Lake City at 6:00 p.m.  Purchase tickets from 
Kim Mallas for $18.50.  Very limited quantity available.   

Save the Date – GOYA Lenten Retreat:  Save the date for the 
Greek Orthodox Mission Parish of Utah’s GOYA Lenten Retreat 
April 15-17, 2016, in Heber, Utah.  Details to come! 

ADULT AND FAMILY MINISTRY 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Evening Bible Study:  Wednesday, December 16, 2015, at  
7:00 p.m. in Classrooms 8 and 9. 

Orthodox Married Life (OML):  Friday, January 8, 2016, at  
7:00 p.m. in our fellowship hall.  Begin in the Church for prayer 
and continue in the fellowship hall for discussion and light 
refreshments.   

Since there does not seem to be a need for child care at our OML 
meetings, we will not be offering the service. In the future, if 
anyone needs child care in order to attend the meetings, please 
contact Father Anthony in the Church Office and arrangements 
will be made.  Thank you! 

Parish Family Night:  Friday, January 22, 2016, at 7:00 p.m. in 
our fellowship hall.  Details to come! 

WOMEN’S MINISTRY TEAM ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Mingle & Jingle:  Please join us for the 2nd Annual Mingle & 
Jingle to be held this Tuesday, December 15, 2015, at 7:00 p.m. at 
the home of Deacon Anatoli and Diakonisa Margaret Kireiev, 
5492 Walker Woods Lane, Salt Lake City.  Last names beginning 
with A-L, please bring a dessert; last names beginning M-Z, 
please bring hors d’oeuvres.  Raffle tickets will be sold ($1 for one 
ticket and $5 for 6 tickets).  All of the women in the parish are 
welcome!  Please call Barbara Hillas at 801-604-4884 with 
questions.   

Community Cookbooks:  If you would like to purchase a newly 
edited reprint of the community cookbook, please contact Mary 
Simos at 801-641-2722 or Connie Pantke at  
801-890-1080, and we will get one to you ASAP!  The cost is $25 
(same as last year).  

Religious Book Lending Library:  Thanks to everyone who has 
donated books!  Books can be checked out after the Liturgy on 
Sundays. For questions, please contact Lisa Apostole at 
lisa.apostole@gmail.com.   

Food Drive:  Thanks to all of you who have been bringing food 
donations to church these past months.  Your help and generosity  



very much appreciated.  In the future, we will be donating our 
food to St. Thomas More’s food pantry.  If anyone in our parish 
is in need, please contact Father Anthony who will then guide 
you to the pantry during their hours of service.  Once again, STM 
is a great partner in this worthy cause.  Please continue to bring 
your donations on the third week of the month (December 20, 
2015), and know your kindness may be benefiting members of 
our parish.  Again, thank you, and if you have any questions or 
concerns, please contact Pat Daskalas at 801-883-9494. 

COMMUNICATION MINISTRY TEAM 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Parish Directory:  The Parish Directory will be distributed 
shortly after the first of the year.  A draft of the directory will be 
posted on the whiteboard in the fellowship hall the next two 
Sundays after Divine Liturgy.  Please check your listing and note 
any corrections that need to be made.  Please also identify 
whether your listed phone numbers are home and cellphone 
numbers.  (If there are multiple cellphone numbers per 
household, specify the person to whom each cellphone number 
belongs).  If you are unable to attend church the next two 
Sundays and wish to confirm your listing, please contact Michael 
Petrogeorge at secretary@gomissionparishut.org or 801-243-
8684.  All revisions must be received by Sunday, December 20, 
2015, in order to be included in the first publication.   

Bulletin Announcements:  Due to the Christmas holiday, next 
week’s bulletin will cover a two week period of time (Sunday, 
December 20, 2015, and Sunday, December 27, 2015).  Please send 
any announcements for the next two weeks to Michael 
Petrogeorge at secretary@gomissionparishut.org by this 
Wednesday, December 16, 2015, at 5:00 p.m.   Announcements 
will be published at the sole discretion of Fr. Anthony and the 
Parish Council. 

New Post Office Box:  The parish’s new mailing address is P.O. 
Box 171224, Holladay, Utah  84117.  The old P.O. Box will remain  

open through December 2015, but will then be closed.  Please 
alert any bill pay services of this change to ensure that any 
stewardship contributions or other donations are properly 
received and accounted. 

PAN-ORTHODOX, FRATERNAL AND OTHER 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Sts. Peter and Paul Antiochian Church’s “Around the World 
of Orthodoxy” Talent Show Gala and Silent Auction:  This 
family friendly evening will be held on Saturday, February 27, 
2016, and will be an opportunity for all Orthodox Christians to 
get together and celebrate the diverse cultures and faces of 
Orthodoxy around the world.  Proceeds will be used to beautify 
and maintain Sts. Peter and Paul’s 109 year old building, support 
their new St. Justin’s School, and establish seed money for future 
expansion.  Sponsorship opportunities available.   Please contact 
Fr. Justin Havens at 801-532-5456 or ljhavens@gmail.com or 
Carrie Murphy at 801-643-9211 or snertmurphy@hotmail.com for 
more information or to audition for the talent show. 

PRAYER LIST 
Alec, Ange, Anna Maria, Barbara, Bill, Charissa, Christopher, 
Dan, Dick, Drew, Elizabeth, Emilee, Fred, George, Gregory, 
Helen, Jacqui, Jamie, Jim, Joe, John, Julie Ann, Juliet, Justin, 
Katherine, Konstantina, Kristina, Linda, Lucas, Luke, Madeline, 
Margaret, Margie, Marie, Melissa, Michael, Mike, Mila, Nick, 
Olivia, Preston, Rebecca, Sandy, Shirley, Steve, Tami, Tom, Tony, 
Toula, Victor.   

To add additional names, contact Michael Petrogeorge at 
secretary@gomissionparishut.org.  

 


