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Epistle Reading: Paul’s Letter to the Colossians 
(3:4-11) 

Prokeimenon. Mode pl. 4. The Prayer of Azariah. 
Blessed are You, O Lord God of our fathers. 

Verse: For You are righteous in all You did for us. 

 Brethren, when Christ who is our life 
appears, then you also will appear with him 
in glory. Put to death therefore what is 
earthly in you: fornication, impurity, passion, 
evil desire, and covetousness, which is 
idolatry. On account of these the wrath of 
God is coming upon the sons of disobedience. 
In these you once walked, when you lived in 
them. But now put them all away; anger, 

wrath, malice, slander, and foul talk from your mouth. Do not lie to 
one another, seeing that you have put off the old nature with its 
practices and have put on the new nature, which is being renewed 
in knowledge after the image of its creator. Here there cannot be 
Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, 
Scythian, slave, free man, but Christ is all, and in all. 

Gospel Reading: The Gospel According to Luke  
(14:16–24) 

The Lord said this parable: “A man once gave 
a great banquet, and invited many; and at the 
time of the banquet he sent his servant to say 
to those who had been invited, ‘Come; for all 
is now ready.’ But they all alike began to 
make excuses. The first said to him, ‘I have 
bought a field, and I go out and see it; I pray 
you, have me excused.’ And another said, ‘I 
have bought five yoke of oxen, and I must go 

to examine them; I pray you, have me excused.’ And another said, 
‘I have married a wife, and therefore I cannot come.’ So the servant 
came and reported this to his master. Then the householder in 
anger said to his servant, ‘Go out quickly to the streets and lanes of 
the city, and bring in the poor and maimed and blind and lame.’ 
And the servant said, ‘Sir, what you commanded has been done, 
and there is still room.’ And the master said to the servant, ‘Go out 



to the highways and hedges, and compel people to come in, that 
my house may be filled. For I tell you, none of those men who were 
invited shall taste my banquet. For many are called, but few are 
chosen.’” 

Response to First Antiphon 

Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, Savior, save us. (3) 
(Liturgy Book page 25) 

Response to Second Antiphon 

Save us, O Son of God, risen from the dead. We sing to You, Alleluia 
(3) (Liturgy Book page 29) 

Response to Third Antiphon 

When You descended into death, Life immortal, You vanquished 
the pow’r of hell by your resplendent divinity, and when You 
raised the dead from the depths of darkness, all the heavenly 
powers cried out triumphantly: O giver of life, Christ our God, 
glory to You. (Liturgy Book page 103) 

Entrance Hymn 

Come, let us worship and bow down before Christ. Save us, O Son 
of God, who rose from the dead, save us who sing to You: Alleluia. 
(Liturgy Book page 37) 

Resurrectional Apolytikion 

When You descended into death, Life immortal, You vanquished 
the pow’r of hell by your resplendent divinity, and when You 
raised the dead from the depths of darkness, all the heavenly 
powers cried out triumphantly: O giver of life, Christ our God, 
glory to You. (Liturgy Book page 103) 

Hymn for the Forefathers 

By their faith You justified Your ancestors, Christ our God, and 
through them, of old you betrothed to Yourself the Church brought 
together from the nations. Let these saints rejoice in glory, for from 
their seed has come forth a noble fruit, she who gave You birth 
without seed. Through their prayers, Christ our God, save our 
souls. (Liturgy Book page 187) 



Apolytikion for the Church 

O God-minded Anna, you bore the pure Mother of God, the one 
who within her conceived the Conceiver of life itself. You were 
therefore transported to a place now in heaven. Joyful ones all 
reside there in the home of all gladness, asking for forgiveness for 
those who honor you, O blessed one. 

Kontakion 

Today the Virgin goes forth, making her way to a cave where from 
her, ineffably, God the eternal Word will be born. Let the world be 
filled with joy, hearing these tidings. Joining the angels and 
shepherds let us give glory to Him who is God from all ages, yet 
wills to be seen as a little child. (Liturgy Book page 241) 

Trisagion Hymn 

Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal, have mercy on us. (3). 
(Liturgy Book page 39) 

The Pheme for Metropolitan Constantine of Denver 

Constantine, the Most Reverend and God Chosen Metropolitan of 
the Holy Metropolis of Denver, our Father and Chief 
Shepherd:  Many years. 

Megalynarion (Hymn for the Theotokos) 

It is truly right to call you blessed O Theotokos, ever blessed, most 
pure and the mother, the mother of our God. More hon’rable than 
the cherubim and more glorious beyond compare than the 
seraphim. In virginity you gave birth to God, to God the word. 
Truly the Theotokos, we magnify you, we magnify you. (Liturgy 
Book page 69) 

Communion Hymn 

Praise the Lord, praise the Lord from the heavens; praise Him, 
praise Him in the highest (3). Alleluia (Liturgy Book page 83) 

Hymn after Communion 

We have seen the true light; we have received the heav’nly spirit; 
we have found the true faith, worshipping the undivided Trinity, 
the Trinity who has saved us. (Liturgy Book page 87)  



Dismissal Hymn 

Lord, grant long life to him who blesses us and sanctifies us. 
(Liturgy Book page 95) 

GENERAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Online Chapel: For Saints and Readings of the Day, please visit the 
Archdiocese’s Online Chapel. 

St. Anna Livestream: Livestreaming is available through the  
St. Anna YouTube Channel. 

St. Anna Photo Gallery: Access the parish’s current and historical 
photos at https://www.saintannagallery.org/.  

Memorial Services – May Their Memory be Eternal: To schedule 
a memorial service, please contact Fr. Anthony at 801-824-3987 or 
franthony@stannagocutah.org.  

Welcome! A very special welcome to His Eminence Metropolitan 
Constantine of Denver, Reverend Protopresbyter of the Ecumenical 
Throne Louis Christopoulos (Chancellor), Reverend Father John 
Haby, and Deacon Alexios Demos! 

Axios! Axios to Deacon John Kavas, who will be Ordained to the 
Holy Priesthood during the Hierarchical Liturgy today, December 
14, 2025. Congratulations also to Deacon John’s wife, Diakonissa 
Julie, and their children, Jonas, Jack, Jana and Joey! 

St. Modestos Pet Blessing: You and your beloved pets are invited 
to join us for our Annual Pet Blessing on Saturday, December 20, 
2025, at 3:00 p.m. in the St. Anna parking lot. This special tradition 
honors St. Modestos, the patron saint of animals, and celebrates the 
joy pets bring to our lives. All pets are welcome to receive a 
blessing. Please bring a donation for the Humane Society of Utah 
and spread the word and join us for this meaningful event. We look 
forward to seeing you and your furry friends!  

Children’s Liturgy Bags: The children’s activity bags are available 
for use during church services and are not meant to be taken home. 
Please be sure to return the bags following the service so they can 
be restocked and reused for future services. If you inadvertently 
took a bag home, please return it the next time you come to church. 

https://www.goarch.org/chapel/search?month=1&day=2
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC8PbdstnLVq-reIVOb3GiwA
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Church Etiquette: As we return to the routine of Sunday School, 
please refresh yourself on the basics of Orthodox church etiquette: 

• Do not enter or move around the nave at the following 
times: 

 During the Small Entrance (when the procession 
with the Gospel takes place) 

 During the Epistle Reading 

 During the Gospel Reading 

 During the priest’s sermon 

 When the priest is censing and facing the 
congregation 

 During the Great Entrance (when the procession of 
the Holy Gifts takes place) 

 When the priest is blessing the congregation 

 During the recitation of the Nicene Creed (“I 
believe…”) 

 During the Consecration of the Holy Gifts 

 During the recitation of the Lord’s Prayer (“Our 
Father…”) 

 Any other time during a service when the priest is 
on the altar facing the congregation. 

• Do not cross your legs or feet while sitting in church. 

• Do not walk in front of the altar at any time during services. 
If you need to move from one side of the church to the other, 
use the side aisles to walk to the back of the sanctuary and 
cross only at the back of the sanctuary. 

• Please do not allow children to play on or around the adult 
baptismal font. 

• Please silence and refrain from using your cell phones in the 
nave. 



• When the stanchion rope at the back of the church is closed, 
please do not enter or exit center aisle. 

• Please remain standing throughout Holy Communion, even 
if you are not receiving.  

• Please follow the instructions provided by the clergy 
and/or the Parish Council relating to dismissal for Holy 
Communion and receiving antidoron. Please do not leave 
your seat or row to process to the altar until invited to do so 
by a Parish Council usher. 

• Greeting, talking to, or visiting with other parishioners 
should be reserved for after services, when congregated in 
the exonarthex (the area between the front doors of the 
church and the entrance to the narthex) or fellowship hall. 
It is inappropriate to greet, talk to, or visit fellow 
parishioners while processing to receive or while returning 
to your seat after receiving the Sacrament of Holy 
Communion, or when processing to receive or leaving the 
church after receiving antidoron.  

The cooperation of all parishioners in maintaining the proper 
decorum during all services is much appreciated. 

PARISH COUNCIL ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Parish Council Meeting: The next Parish Council meeting will be 
held tomorrow, Monday, December 15, 2025, at 7:00 p.m. 

2026 Parish Council: Congratulations to the following 
parishioners, elected to serve a two-year term on the Parish 
Council: Sloan Benson, Angela Dawood, Michael Petrogeorge, Sam 
Soter, and Moses Williams. They will serve alongside returning 
members Charles Deneris, Chris Gounaris, Gretchen Jungert, 
Jonathan Mau, Elaine Peterson, and Peter Yannias as our 2026 
Parish Council.  

Weekly Assignments: 
Sunday, December 14, 2025: Chris Gounaris (Early/Lead); Peter 
Yannias (Late/Close); Fellowship: Parish sponsored Luncheon 
Honoring His Eminence Metropolitan Constantine of Denver and 



Celebrating the Ordination to the Holy Priesthood of Deacon John 
Kavas 

Sunday, December 21, 2025: Peter Yannias (Early/Lead); Charles 
Deneris (Late/Close); Fellowship: Elaine Peterson 

To sponsor a fellowship hour, please contact Fr. Anthony at 
franthony@stannagocutah.org or Steve Simos at ssimos@msn.com.  

STEWARDSHIP ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Thank you to all who have turned in their 2025 stewardship cards. 
As of November 10, we have received 194 stewardship 
commitments totaling $464,973, putting us at 94.9% of our 
budgeted goal ($490,000). To ensure we meet our continued 
financial commitments, the 2025 budget approved at our Fall Parish 
Assembly includes Stewardship donations totaling $490,000, 
representing a three percent (3%) increase over 2024 collections. 
With the continued support and participation of our dedicated 
parishioners, we are confident this objective can be achieved! 

Parking Reminder: Park only in designated, striped spots. Do not 
park in undesignated areas or block other vehicles. Overflow 
parking is available in the Lunatic Fringe lot (south) and 
KinderCare lot (north). Parking under the bell tower is NOT 
permitted. Your cooperation is appreciated! 

PHILOPTOCHOS ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Philoptochos Meeting: We will not have a meeting in December. 
Our next meeting will be held on Monday, January 26, 2026, at 6:30 
p.m. 

YOUTH MINISTRY ANNOUNCDEMENTS 

Sunday School – Please Note: There will be no Sunday School 
classes held TODAY, December 14, 2025, due to the Ordination to 
the Holy Priesthood of Deacon John Kavas. There will also be no 
Sunday School classes held on Sunday, December 28, 2025 
(Christmas weekend). 

mailto:franthony@stannagocutah.org
mailto:ssimos@msn.com


Sunday School Christmas Pageant! The Annual Sunday School 
Christmas Pageant will take place next Sunday, December 21, 2025, 
immediately following Liturgy. All ages are welcome to 
participate, with the grades playing the parts below: 

Preschool: Lambs and sheep 
Kindergarten/1st/2nd Grade: Manger animals and angels 
3rd/4th/5th Grade: Villagers 
Jr. High School: Shepherds that help with the sheep 
High School: Narrators/Wise Men/Mary & Joseph 

We are so looking forward to showing our community how 
wonderful our Sunday School children are! Contact Rebecca Shand 
at rbshand@gmail.com or 801-647-7745 with any questions. 

Young Adult League (YAL): YAL meets on the first Tuesday of 
each month. YAL discussions will be led by Chad Volk. YAL is for 
young adults aged 18 and up who have graduated high school. 
Additional outings and events will be announced as they are 
scheduled. 

Greek Orthodox Youth Association (GOYA): GOYA meets on the 
second Tuesday of each month. GOYA discussions will be led by 
Fr. Elias Koucos, Liath Dawood, and Alexia Kraenbuhl. GOYA is 
for youth in grades six through twelve. 

Junior Orthodox Youth (JOY): JOY meets on the third Tuesday of 
each month. Monthly discussions will be led by Kristina Packer. 
JOY is for children in grades first through fifth. Additional outings 
and events will be announced as they are scheduled. 

ADULT RELIGIOUS EDUCATION ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Morning Bible Study: Morning Bible Study will meet this 
Wednesday, December 17, 2025, at 10:30 a.m. and will then break 
for the remainder of the year. Morning Bile Study will resume on 
Wednesday, January 14, 2026, at 10:30 a.m. 

Evening Bible Study: Evening Bible Study will meet this 
Wednesday, December 17, 2025, at 7:00 p.m. and will then break for 

mailto:rbshand@gmail.com


the remainder of the year. Evening Bile Study will resume on 
Wednesday, January 7, 2026, at 7:00 p.m. 

Roots and Fruits of Orthodoxy: The Roots and Fruits of Orthodoxy 
classes will be held this Tuesday, December 16, 2025, and will then 
break for the remainder of the year. Classes will resume Tuesday, 
January 6, 2026, at 7:00 p.m., and be held each Tuesday thereafter 
through Tuesday February 23, 2026 (just before Great Lent begins). 
For those who are brand new to the Faith, for those fairly new to 
the Faith, and for those who want to rediscover and more fully 
appreciate their faith, this experience is for you! 

FOREVER YOUNG ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Forever Young: Forever Young’s December 2025 meeting will be 
held Thursday, December 18, 2025! Please bring one wrapped gift 
to play a lively mystery gift exchange! There will be pizza, giggles 
and friends in abundance! Please contact AnnaSophia at 
annasoclark@gmail.com with any questions or suggestions. 

ST. ANNA SERVICE MINISTRY ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Food Support Program: Thank you for your ongoing generosity to 
provide food for our neighbors facing hunger. Your continued 
donations are critically important and deeply appreciated. God 
bless! 

COMMUNICATION MINISTRY TEAM ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Next Bulletin: The next bulletin will be a TWO-WEEK bulletin, 
published for Sunday, December 21, 2025, and Sunday, December 
28, 2025. Please send requested announcements covering both 
weeks to Michael Petrogeorge at mppetrogeorge@gmail.com no 
later than Tuesday, December 16, 2025, at 5:00 p.m. Thank you! 

PRAYER LIST 
Anne, Fr. Anthony, Alexandra, Athanasios, Barbara, Bethany, 

Cristina Georgiana, Ellen, Iosif, Izzy, Jessie, Jimmy, Joyce, Juliana, 
Keith, Kris, Lorlee, Marie, Mary, Mike, Milo, Mirela, McKenzie, 

Noah, Razvan, Rochelle (Rose), Tina 
We will be resetting the prayer list for the New Year. If you would 
like a name to remain on the prayer list after the New Year, or wish 

mailto:annasoclark@gmail.com
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to add a new name to the prayer list, please email Michael 
Petrogeorge at mppetrogeorge@gmail.com.  

PARISH CALENDAR 
Visit the parish website for an electronic copy. Unless otherwise 
specified, all events will be held at St. Anna. 

Sunday, December 14, 2025 (11th Sunday of Luke) 
• 9:00 a.m. / 10:00 a.m.: Orthros / Hierarchical Divine Liturgy 

with Ordination to the Holy Priesthood of Deacon John Kavas 
• Following Liturgy: Luncheon Honoring Metropolitan 

Constantine and Celebrating the Ordination to the Holy 
Priesthood of Deacon John Kavas 

Monday, December 15, 2025 
• 9:00 a.m. / 10:00 a.m.: Orthros / Divine Liturgy (celebrated by 

the newly ordained Fr. John Kavas) 
• 7:00 p.m.: Parish Council Meeting 

Tuesday, December 16, 2025  
• 9:00 a.m. / 10:00 a.m.: Orthros / Divine Liturgy (celebrated by 

the newly ordained Fr. John Kavas) 
• 7:00 p.m.: Adult Religious Education and JOY Meeting 

Wednesday, December 17, 2025 
• 9:00 a.m. / 10:00 a.m.: Orthros / Divine Liturgy (celebrated by 

the newly ordained Fr. John Kavas) 
• 10:30 a.m.: Morning Bible Study 
• 7:00 p.m.: Evening Bible Study 

Thursday, December 18, 2025 
• 9:00 a.m. / 10:00 a.m.: Orthros / Divine Liturgy (celebrated by 

the newly ordained Fr. John Kavas) 
• 11:30 a.m.: Forever Young 

Friday, December 19, 2025 
• 9:00 a.m. / 10:00 a.m.: Orthros / Divine Liturgy (celebrated by 

the newly ordained Fr. John Kavas) 
• 7:00 p.m.: GOYA Christmas Party 

mailto:mppetrogeorge@gmail.com
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Saturday, December 20, 2025 
• 9:00 a.m. / 10:00 a.m.: Orthros / Divine Liturgy (celebrated by 

the newly ordained Fr. John Kavas) 
• 3:00 p.m.: St. Modestos Pet Blessing in St. Anna Parking Lot 
• 5:00 p.m.: Great Vespers  

Sunday, December 21, 2025 (Sunday before Nativity) 
• 9:00 a.m. / 10:00 a.m.: Orthros / Divine Liturgy (celebrated by 

the newly ordained Fr. John Kavas) 
• Following Liturgy: Annual Sunday School Christmas Pageant 

Wednesday, December 24, 2025 (Eve of the Nativity of Christ) 
• 9:00 a.m. / 10:00 a.m.: Orthros and Royal Hours for the Nativity 

of Christ 
• 5:00 p.m.: Vesperal Liturgy for the Nativity of Christ 

Thursday, December 25, 2025 (The Feast of the Nativity of Christ) 
• 9:00 a.m. / 10:00 a.m.: Orthros / Divine Liturgy 

Friday, December 26, 2025 (Sunday before Nativity) 
• 7:00 p.m.: Paraklesis to St. Anna 

Saturday, December 27, 2025 (St. Stephan the Protomartyr and 
Protodeacon) 
• 9:00 a.m. / 10:00 a.m.: Orthros / Divine Liturgy 
• 5:00 p.m.: Great Vespers 

Sunday, December 28, 2025 (Sunday after Nativity) 
• 9:00 a.m. / 10:00 a.m.: Orthros / Divine Liturgy (No Sunday 

School) 
Thursday, January 1, 2026 (The Circumcision of Christ and Feast of 
St. Basil the Great) 
• 9:00 a.m. / 10:00 a.m.: Orthros / Divine Liturgy 

Sunday, January 4, 2026 (Sunday before Epiphany) 
• 9:00 a.m. / 10:00 a.m.: Orthros / Divine Liturgy 

Monday, January 5, 2026 (The Forefeast of Theophany) 
• 9:00 a.m.: Orthros and Royal Hours 
• 6:00 p.m.: Vesperal Liturgy and Lesser Blessing of the Waters 



St. Anna’s Garden 
Wedding & Event Center 

(St. Anna Greek Orthodox Church of Utah, Inc.) 
9201 S 1300 East, Sandy, UT 84094 

Rental Options* Non-Parishioner 
Pricing 

Parishioner 
Pricing1 

Option 1: Main Indoor Event Hall and 
Kitchen (for food storage, staging and 
reheating only) 

$3,000.00 $1,800.00 

Option 2: Main Indoor Event Hall, 
Outdoor Event Space, and Kitchen (for 
food storage, staging and reheating only) 

$3,500.00 $2,100.00 

Option 3: Main Indoor Event Hall and 
Kitchen (for full-service food 
production) 

$4,000.00 $2,400.00 

Option 4: Main Indoor Event Hall, 
Outdoor Event Space, and Kitchen (for 
full-service food production) 

$4,500.00 $2,700.00 

Option 5: Outdoor Event Space and 
Kitchen (for food storage, staging and 
reheating only) 

$3,000.00 $1,800.00 

 

Option 6: Outdoor Event Space and 
Kitchen (for full-service food 
preparation) 

$4,000.002 $2,100.00 

Optional Add On (for Options 1-6): 
Ceremony Set Up Fee 

$495.00 $297.00 

1Parishioners hosting an event for 100 or fewer guests are allowed to use the Main Indoor 
Event Hall or Outdoor Event Space and Kitchen (for storage of pre-prepared food plus 
access to ice maker only) without a set rental fee but will be asked to make a free will 
donation. 
2Please note that the price for this option has been corrected. 

*Non-parishioner renters hosting a catered event are required to use St. Anna Garden’s 
preferred caterer, Bella Bella Cuisine. Parishioner renters hosting a catered event may 
utilize any caterer of their choice. Non-catered events are subject to the kitchen use 
restrictions in the selected rental option. 

*Pricing for options 1-6 includes the use of standard tables, standard resin chairs 
(mahogany with black seat cushions), and white or ivory tablecloths. Custom tables, chairs, 
chair covers, and tablecloths may be available for an additional fee. Parishioners hosting 
an event for 100 or fewer guests and making a free-will donation may use standard tables 
and standard resin chairs but will be required to provide their own tablecloths. 

*Rental does NOT include access to the parish warehouse or any items stored therein. No 
one (parishioners or otherwise) should borrow items from the warehouse for use during 
non-parish hosted events (on or offsite).
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